Draft Walking Policy
 

1 To what extent do you agree with the proposed aim of the draft Walking Policy - to create New Zealand's most walkable city?

Strongly agree

1
2
3
4
5 
Strongly disagree

(circle one)

 

Further comments 

We agree with the aim of the policy.  We want Wellingtonians to see walking as a safe, viable and useful transport mode for all types of trips.  We are proud that Wellington is New Zealand’s most walkable city and want it to continue to be so.

 

2 To what extent do you agree with the seven objectives of the draft policy?

Strongly agree

1
2
3
4
5 
Strongly disagree

(circle one)

Further comments

We strongly support the seven key objectives.

Encouraging more people to walk would see more people on the local streets and enjoying the tracks in Ngaio’s parks.  If fewer cars used the main thoroughfare, Ngaio Village would be an even more pleasant community space. 

Improving the routes to and from public transport stops should help get some people out of cars.  In hill suburbs such as Ngaio however, steps and paths need to be kept repaired and free from leaf litter, roads need to be easier to cross in places, and bus shelters need to offer proper protection from the howling winds.

 
Some Ngaio residents walk to and/or from the central business.  We welcome a policy that would make this easier and safer.  

Researchers say that pedestrians feel safer on footpaths if there is a cycle lane between them and the traffic.  We note that although cycle lanes are not an option in hill suburbs, they should be considered where practicable.

We also strongly agree with the objective of increasing the numbers of children walking to schools.  Many Ngaio children are driven to school.  At times this causes congestion around the village.

 

3  There are a number of policies proposed that will assist in achieving the aim and objectives of the policy.  Do you agree these are acceptable?

Strongly agree

1
2
3
4
5 
Strongly disagree

(circle one)


Further comments

Policy 2.1

We believe that strong action should be taken to prevent parking on footpaths where it compromises pedestrian safety.  

Cars parked on footpaths force people onto the roads to get around them.  This is particularly dangerous in hill suburbs where blind corners are common.  Existing legislation should be enforced.
Policy 3.1

We agree with providing frequent safe points to cross roads.  However, the proposed priorities for walking should also include slowing the traffic in suburban areas so that it is safer to cross roads at these points. 

Policy 3.4

We agree that street cleaning services need to be of a high standard  and believe it should be higher than they it is now.  We note that the streets are often strewn with rubbish – particularly after rubbish collection day. 

Policy 5.2

We agree that new urban developments must provide good pedestrian access to public transport stops.  This should be a requirement of the planning process. 

Policy 5.3

We think that interconnected street networks in new developments should not only be encouraged, but should be mandatory.

Given Wellington’s topography, this will mean extensive use of steps and zigzag walkways which require additional funding for lighting and maintenance to ensure the on-going safety of users.

Some existing steps are cracked, with uneven surfaces and varying heights.  They should be maintained to a much higher level than they are now.  They are dangerous, particularly in wet weather.

Policy 5.4 

Please note that although we want shelters on all incoming stops and selected outgoing stops where appropriate, we do not want advertising or lighting on bus shelters.   New shelters must be granted resource consent.  Applications for new shelters must be notified and the public allowed to make submissions on each shelter on a case by case basis.

Policy 7.2

Not only should every opportunity be explored to make walking to school the preferred mode of transport, every step should taken to make this happen as a top priority.

 

 
4a There are a number of possible actions ...Do you agree that the list of proposed actions is acceptable?

 

Strongly agree

1
2
3
4
5 
Strongly disagree

(circle one)

Further comments

 

Table 7 2.14
Council could use the expertise of existing community groups to review likely routes to and from suburban centres to identify issues and restraints.

   

4b Funding ... will be sought ... Do you agree the priorities given to the actions are acceptable?

Strongly agree

1
2
3
4
5 
Strongly disagree

(circle one)

 

 

5 Is there anything you feel has not been adequately covered by this draft policy?

Yes

No

Further comments

 

6 Do you wish to make any further comments on the draft Walking Policy?

Yes

No
Further comments






